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FCC GRANTS AT&T AND VERIZON FURTHER TEMPORARY 

SPECTRUM ACCESS TO KEEP AMERICANS CONNECTED DURING 
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 

Commission Has Now Granted Special Temporary Authority to AT&T, Verizon, T-
Mobile, and U.S. Cellular to Bolster Wireless Capacity Nationwide  

 
WASHINGTON, March 20, 2020—The FCC’s Wireless Telecommunications Bureau has 
granted requests from AT&T and Verizon for Special Temporary Authority to use additional 
spectrum to help meet Americans’ wireless broadband needs across the country during this 
national emergency.  Last night, AT&T was granted authority for 60 days to operate in AWS-4 
Band spectrum licensed to DISH.  Today, both AT&T and Verizon were granted similar 
authority to use AWS-3 spectrum currently held in the FCC’s inventory.   
 
“Consumers and businesses across the country are making the necessary adjustments to 
maintain social distance during the coronavirus pandemic.  This means an increased reliance on 
wireline and wireless broadband services,” said FCC Chairman Ajit Pai.  “The FCC has been 
coordinating closely with network operators to ensure those networks remain up and running.  
We have been encouraged by the feedback we have received so far both regarding the ability of 
their networks to handle changes in usage patterns caused by the coronavirus outbreak and how 
networks are performing so far. 
 
“We are nonetheless continuing to stay on top of this issue and are monitoring the situation 
closely.  These new grants of temporary authority, on the heels of three similar actions in 
recent days, are part of our ongoing, nationwide push to Keep Americans Connected.  I want to 
thank DISH for its willingness to allow this use of the spectrum for which they hold licenses.  
I’m also grateful to AT&T and Verizon for seeking out ways to meet increased consumer 
demand.  I also want to thank the Justice Department, Defense Department CIO, and NTIA’s 
Office of Spectrum Management for their hard work in helping us move these applications 
forward.” 
 
These efforts continue the FCC’s efforts to ensure Americans remain connected during the 
coronavirus pandemic, including the FCC’s Keep Americans Connected Pledge, through which 
broadband and phone service providers have committed to taking specific steps to help 
Americans get and stay online.  For more information on the FCC’s work to maintain 
Americans’ connectivity, visit: https://www.fcc.gov/keep-americans-connected. 
 

### 
 

Media Relations: (202) 418-0500 / ASL: (844) 432-2275 / TTY: (888) 835-5322 / Twitter: @FCC / www.fcc.gov  



 
This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action.  Release of the full text of a Commission order constitutes official 

action.  See MCI v. FCC, 515 F.2d 385 (D.C. Cir. 1974). 

 


